
 
Polish humanitarian aid in favor of religious minorities 

 
 
Polish government has been actively helping in the regions most affected by crisis where help is 
needed the most. We promote and implement the concept of providing aid on the ground.  
We believe that in this way we respect culture, religion and the origin of the people who need help. 
We don’t want to take them from their own land, culture and identity. 
 
Poland was the first country to sign at the governmental level Memorandum of Understanding with 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Polish site was represented in 
Memorandum by The Chancellery of the Prime Minister. According to Memorandum our priority 
activities are Religious Freedom and Human Rights, including increasing pluralism, preventing 
crimes of genocide and persecution in the Middle East. The cooperation is developing. We are 
working together towards launching our first, pilot, Polish-American medical project in the coming 
weeks. The project would cover Erbil and Dohuk in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
 
Polish humanitarian aid in the Middle East is provided with particular reference to the needs of 
Christian and Yazidi religious minorities. These are groups which were most severely affected by 
Daesh violence. We cooperate with polish non-governmental organisations: “Eagle Watch” 
Foundation, Father Werenfried Foundation, Polish Medical Mission, Caritas and many others, in 
order to implement together humanitarian aid projects and undertake other help activities for 
religious minorities. 
 
We support Yazidi women saved from Daesh – so called “ISIS Survivors” – through building farm 
animal enclosures and buying “pools” of livestock. This action helps the affected families to gain 
economic independence and secure employment, while improving the financial and mental 
condition of the survivors and the quality of food by ensuring access to eggs and milk. 
The planned projects to build houses, create conditions for Yazidi families to come back to Sinjar 
valley in Iraq. In Syria, in cooperation with local churches, we support Christians providing 
emergency assistance, children and youth education, therapeutical assistance and widely understood 
medical care. Over a dozen thousand Syrians, including women, children as well as disabled people, 
have received professional medical aid in years 2017-2018. 

We have to remember about religious minorities while delivering humanitarian aid. In the same 
time, we need to do our utmost to ensure that the aid is provided wisely and prudently and that it 
connects the communities which have been feuding. Nineveh Province, including city of Bashiqa, 
is the example of ethnic mosaic where live Yazidis, Sunni Arabs, Christians, Turkmens and Kurds. 
Polish government is providing assistance to this region. In this way we try to bring help and to 
work towards unity and solidarity based on respect of diversity of religion and views. An example 
of such measures is organising a transport of dozen or so tons of medical equipment from the Polish 
Material Reserves Agency. 
 
The Polish aid and assistance policy highlights and values the role of Polish missionaries. There are 
more than 2 thousand of them all over the world. They know the reality on the ground, have 
experience, are truly in touch with people, and hold relations based on trust and commitment. That’s 
why aid projects can reach those most in need and meet their real needs. Moreover, money is spent 
in the most effective way. 


